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The literature on populism has often concentrated on the European extreme right or on populist politics in Latin America, often with a strong historical slant. However, the two literatures have often failed to relate to each other carefully, and have consequently failed to grasp the full array of populist dynamics which characterise much of recent politics in an increasing variety of contexts. They have also failed to clearly identify the recent pivotal role of the mass media, particularly the tabloid press and commercial television, and dynamics of personalisation of politics and ‘soft populism’ of non-extremist parties. This workshop will address the populist phenomenon in a clear comparative context, and focus on both left and right wing populism, linking Latin American and European experiences. ‘Populism’ is a word that recurs frequently with reference to the politics of several European and Latin American countries. But the use of this concept is often unclear. This workshop will seek to clarify the meanings of populism and its social and political consequences. 
Programme

Friday 27 November – The Belmont Hotel
13-14:30 Lunch 

14: 45 Welcoming notes and introduction to the workshop 

Carlo Ruzza– University of Leicester 
15 – 16:00 pm  Section 1: Populism and territorial identities
15:00 – 15:30
The French Revolution and the Roots of Populism

Daniele Conversi – University of Barcelona 

15:30-16 
Italian Populism and the Northern League
 


Carlo Ruzza– University of Leicester
16:00 – 16:30
Populism, belonging and the media 

Hans Joerg Trenz– Arena - Oslo 
16:30 – 17 Populism in contemporary Europe: prospects for research

Daniele Albertazzi – University of Birmingham

17:30 -18:30 General Discussion introduced by Matthew Kay
~~~~~~~~

9.15am-9:30 Coffee/tea 

9:30- 11:45 am. Section 2: Populism and mass society
9:30 -10:00
Populism, Identification and Democratic Representation
Enrique Peruzzotti - Universidad di Tella - CONICET
10:00 -10:30
Old(er) Mass Theories and Populism 
Helena Flam, University of Leipzig 
10:30 -11:00 
Populism in the UK and the BNP
Stefano Fella, Metropolitan University
11-11:30 
Thrown around with abandon? Popular understandings of populism as conveyed by the print media: a UK case study
Tim Bale, Paul Taggart, Stijn van Kessel, University of Sussex

11:30-12 
Workshop concluding remarks and Keynote lecture: Populism and Identity Politics

Prof. Oliver Schmidtke University of Victoria

12:00 -12:30 General Discussion

12:30 Lunch

